 North Queensland Naturalist 53 (2023)

Distribution and decline of the Golden  -shouldered
Parrot Psephotellus chrysopterygius 184581990

Gabriel M. Crowley ABand Stephen T. Garnett AC

"Artemis Nature Fund, Australia. Emgélbriel.m.crowley@gmail.com
®Firescape Science, Atherton QId 4883, Australia

“Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods, Charles Darwin University, Darwin NT 0909, Australia

Abstract

The Golden -shouldered Parrot (GSP) Psephotellus chrysopterygius (Gould, 1857) is a
distinctive threatened species that is endemic to Cape York Peninsula (CYP), and a
totem for First Nations Peoples. Its distribution has contracted since European
occupation. We trawl  the literature and public and private archives to provide a
definitive set of historical records for the period 1845 to 1990 to help establish the
species' former distribution and pattern of decline, and to compare these with the
progression of pastoralism across the peninsula. We assessed the positional accuracy
and veracity of all records, and consolidated records that had been replicated in
multiple sources. We eliminated records from outside CYP; with a positional
uncertainty of more than 15  km; or with errors that could not be corrected. This
filtering process rejected 42% of records from BirdLife Australia, 62% of WildNet
records and 37% of records from Atlas of Living Australia, and identified numerous

others as duplicates, even though they had someti mes been allocated widely
different coordinates. Hence, we advise close scrutiny of each individual record
used for mapping and modelling speciesd6 distribu

The GSPO0s distribution has been obscured-by <con
nesting parrot species; difficulty in differentiating GSP eggs from those of Varied

Lorikeets; the anecdotal nature of most records; and attempts to massage

gualitative locational information into a spatially -robust format. Addressing these

issues, we accepted 212 unique  GSP records from 103 locations. Of these, 9.4% were

verified with specimens, 64.2% were highly reliable, and 67.3% were accurate to 1 km

or better.

Until the early 20 ™ century, GSPs were abundant across CYP, breeding wherever
grassland or open tea tree woodland contained suitable magnetic or conical
antbeds for nesting, including across extensive alluvial and coastal plains. Nesting
progressively contracted to the flat edges and seepage area in hills, where conical
antbeds predominate. This decline followed the displacement of First Nations
Peoples and the establishment of the cattle industry, and the resultant loss of food
plants, vegetation thickening and deterioration of the magnetic antbeds. The birds
disappeared within 20 9670 years of property development, remaining only in areas
with access to rocky country with a lower level of disturbance (particularly grazing
pressure), in which the birds can most easily find food in the early wet season.
Recovery will depend on excluding cattle grazing from the remnant areas of the
species' distribution & or carefully managing grazing pressure where this cannot be
achieved 0 along with feral animal control, and fire management to control
woodland invasion of open vegetation. First Nations Peoples are the original
custodians of the parrot and its habitat, shared their knowledge about them with the
first scientific collectors, and wil | be essenti
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Introduction

The Goldershouldered Parrot, Psephotellus pyrrhopygius(Gould, 1840) (Hindwood 1959). It is
chrysopterygiugGould, 1857), is endemic to the therefore important to scrutinise all GSP obser
tropical savannas on Cape York Peninsula (CYP) awdtions to exclude unverifiable records before they

is an important totem to First Nations Peoples | NB dza SR F2NJ NBO2y & NHzOG A y -

(Garnett & Crowley 2002; Crowlest al. 2004;  \jany GSP records have been collated in publicly
Goldenshouldered Parrot Recovery Team 2022). 5yqjjable databases, which are an important source
Indigenous Knowledge holds thdte parrot had a o gata used for species’ modelling (e.g.

continuous distribution through much of CYP, with Vanderduyst al.2016). However, these databases
at least four Indigenous Peoples having distinct ca, jnclude many erroneous or unverified records,
language names for the species (Golen 54 |ack may bona fiderecords from obscure or

shouldered/_ Parvrot Recoyeiy Tea}m 2022). Theunputglished sourquthigtaI2014;Crowley,& )
LI} NN2 UQa RAAUNROAZAZY Klode 20f97 MdhNhE edoRs, edpbdally those!

species wafirst collected for science by Elsey, east fom private collections and unpublished accounts,

of Normanton, in 1856 (Goldeshouldered Parrot 4y not have entered such databases. GSP records

Recovery Team 2020). lts population size andierefore need careful curation to produce a
distribution have contracted so severely that it is gefinitive list of unique observations and locations.
recpgnised as an End_angered species at stateyye am to provide such a list for the period 1845
national and interndonal levels (Golden 1990 by examining each record in detail, and then
shouldered Parrot Recovery Team 2020). use this list to examine patterns of GSP decline. We
Accurate knowledge of the parrot's former also assess the impact of cattle grazing on the
distribution should help us to understand the species by reconstructing the progression of
species' decline; identify the best places to pastoralism aass CYP, and comparing it with the
undertake habitat restoration for its recovery; and LI G G SN}y 2F (GKS LI NNRGQa
find any wknown locations in which the parrots

may persist (Wardet al. 2022). Historical records Methods
can also be used as a basis for modelling theNomenclature

species' habitat requirements and likely climate |, order to identify GSP records, it is important to
change response (von Takaeh al. 2020). Such  ,ngerstand howP.chrysopterygiuss defined, and
reconstruptlons require nput of verified and  pow this has changed over the years (Appendix 1).
geographically accurate records. To identify GB specimens and observations of
Well known by the current generation of GSPs, we document its historical taxonomic
birdwatchers as being found in the Morehead classification, along with that of the Hooded
district of central CYP, Goldshouldered Parrots Parrot, the Paradise Parrot Psephotellus
(GSPs) can be difficult to find and identify in the pulcherrimus(Gould 1845) and the Redumped
field. They wee initially combined with Hooded Parrot Psephotuhaematonotus (Gould, 1838),
Parrots Psephotelluslissimilis(Collett, 1898); are which are important for understanding the GSP's
sometimes confused with Paleaded Rosellas taxonomic classification.

Platycercus adscituglLatham, 1790); and their goon after Gould described the Paradise Parrot as
nests in termite mounds (antbeds) may be pjatycercus pulcherrimy&ould 1845 he erected

confused with those of a number of &fes, ihe genusPsephotusGould, 1845, seemingly on
notably the Reebacked KingfisherJodiramphus
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the presence of a defined wishbone, hacacter Hooded Parrot's full black crown merely a GSP
istic lacking inPlatycercusVigors, 1825 (Gould plumage variation (see Mistaken identities). Collett
1857). He first applied this genus to the Red (1898) was the first to identify the Hooded Parrot
rumped Parrot, therg four pages later in the same as a species separate from the GSP, but added to
documentg to the Paradise Parrot (Gould 1848). the confusion by erroneously describing its crown
Eight years later, he describedPsephotus as chestnut, rather than black. On finding a
chrysoptergius (Gould 1857). Although we now Hooded Parrot with a black crown, North (1909)
know that the GSP's closest relative was theerected an entirely new speciesPgephotus
Paradise Parrot (with a genetic distance of 1.77%;cucullatus North, 1909) from that described by
Irestedt et al. 2019), the two have always been Collett. Seemingly unads 2 F b2 NI KQa
considered separate species. However, the more van Oort (1910) similarly erected a new taxon for
distantly related Hooded Partqgenetic distance: G KS  éONRISQIS R F2 NI € 2 F
6.85%) has frequently been treated as a GSRPsephotushrysopterygius blaauwian Oort, 1910),
subspecies. This would have been a reasonabléd dziT G NBFGiSR 620K 1 22RSR
conclusion when it was thought that their subspecies. This confusion was correctdy
distribution was continuous across the Northern Mathews (1913b), wha on examining the male
Territory (NT) and Queensland (Barnard 1914).on which Collett had based his descriptigifound
However, the two species are separated by a it actually had a black crown, rather than a
substantial biogeographic barrier (Josegth al. chestnut one'He consequently lumped both
2011; Schweizeet al. 2013; Provostet al. 2018; b2 NI KQ&a FyR @Iy h2NIQa
Irestedt et al. 2019) formed by rivers flowing into original concept. Bwever, Mathews retained the
the southern Gulf of Carpentaria and their adjacent Hooded Parrot as a GSP subspecies. The RAOU
treeless floodplais (Crowley & Preece 2019). This Checklist Committee (1913) disagreed, keeping
barrier also separates their commensal moth them separate, and by 1920, Mathews had
species, Queensland's Antbed Parrot Mdtisyntopa  accepted this arrangement (Mathews & Iredale
scatophaga (White, 1922) and its Northern 1920). Subsequent treatments have oscillated
Territory relative T. neossophilaEdwards, 2007 betweencombining the Hooded Parrot and GSP as
(Edwardset al. 2007; Bowmarnet al. 2010), and a single species and separating them.

disrupts _gene_tic flow in the termites that build the  pathews (1913a) also spRsephotelludathews,
antbeds in which the parrots nest (Ozekal. 2006). 1913 fromPsephotus He nominated the Paradise
Yet, GSPs and Hooded Parrots have similaParrot as its type, and later applied it to the GSP
plumage. The most obvious distinctions are the (Mathews 1915). He reserveBsphotus for the
FY2dzy G 2F @Stt2g¢ Ay O KRdruNped Badrdtiq thieAfiysEaspecids yfoRwhichK S
extent of its black cap, with the GSP having aGould allocated this name and the Mulga Parrot
yellow band above the bill. However, the extent of (now Psephotellus variu¢Clark, 1910)). He later
yellow can vary, and as first observed by North described the distinctive features d¢fsephotellus
(1898) ¢ some GSPs also have turquoise feathersr & A G&a Gy 2NIKSNY NI ¢3S
between their yellow facial band and their black coloration and the longer broa@l S| i K S NB R
crown. Such lpmage variations were considered and sharplyhooked bill tip; as well as the relative
taxonomically  significant. Mathews (1918) length of its primary feathers (Mathews 1946
described a new GSP subspeciésephotellus 1917: 419).

chrysopterygius novlathews, 1918) based on a njially, Psephotellusvas not widely adopted at

bird from Watson River having a narrow yellow o species level. The RAOU Checklist Ctteni
facial band, and a brown band between tbewn (1926) used it as a subgenus, but this was soon

and the nape. This subspecies was synonymised byyopped until it was resurrected 24 years later by
Condon (1941), and is no longer recognisedpjan Lendon (1950b), who later demoted it to a
(Australian - Biological Resources Study 2009g,pgenus (Lendon 1968). Subsequent treatments
BirdLife Australia 2022). have varied between recognisifsephotellugs a
Such variations possibly obscured the significancegenus ora subgenus, and ignoring it altogether.
of plumage differences between GSi&l Hooded One interesting anomaly is that Storr (1973, 1977)
Parrots. Gould apparently considered the male returned allPsephotusspecies toPlatycercus but
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without explanation. It was not until genetic Data sources

analysis confirming the distinctiveness of the Red | order to produce a definitive list of historical
rumped Parrot in 2011 that all the oth&sephotus GSP records. we examined:

parrots were firmly cemented in the genus . . .

PsephotellugJosephet al. 2011; Schweizeet al. 1] E_ugllsheg accounlts of GSPs dl'n' the wild Iby
2013; Provostet al. 2018). This classification has oIr Wfat(l:d ekr)s_,lex_p orers,deer_ ition natura
now been almost universally accepted, notably by Ists, fie lologists, and their patrons or

BirdLife Australia (2022; BA), and we adopt their biog;aphers (Macgilliyray 1918; _White 192|2a,
classification in this article. However, at the start of b; Thomson 1935; Veivers 1951; Macdonald &

our research for this article, GSP specimens in \(/:Volston iggg 'lﬂgstgr_lslgndﬁwg; ggge E.;l979;
many museums we still curated under the genus 19%%\/(9{991_ R 1égoe- eg ! (;lt;pTd
Psephotusaand¢ in some cases Hooded Parrots as T 0SS ); an assouate_ e
either GSPs or GSP subspecies. notes, diaries and correspondence (Gilbert

_ _ ] 1844¢1845; Leichhardt 1847; Australian Joint
First Nations language names for the GSP include Copying Project 18@4931; Kemp 1913

Alwal - Uw  Olkola language), Arrmorral Awu 1914; McLennan 1922a, b, c; Turner 1923;
Alayg), Thaku ltama Lampaand Minpin (Wakaman Thomson 1929: Weaver 1970982: Fisher
Peope; Goldenshouldered Parrot Recovery Team 2014).

2022). The English common name has also been o , - _
I 22dNY 885 06S83AYY Abaded 8 124 (axenami; desgriptions AGopd §857, 1869;
Parrakeet (Gould 1869) or Goldshouldered Mathews 19161917).

Parrakeet (Gould 1865), which occasionally[3] Descriptions of birds recently brought into
reappeared through to the 1950(Lendon 1950a). captivity (Cresswell 1898; North 1898; Phillips

Anthill Parrot (McLennan 1922c) and Antbed 1898, 1900; Setsmith 1899, 1901, 1910; Le
Parrot (Lendon 1950a) are commonly used on CYP.  Souéf 1902; Le Souéf & Kinghorn 1924).

McLennan in White (1922b) appears to have been[4] Ppublished checklists, field guides and species

the first to call the species the Goldevinged desciptions with distributional information
Parrot; although he only used the scientific name based on firshand experience, museum

in his diaries and notebooks. This common name specimens and/or field notebooks (Cayley
was in use up untl 1976 (RAOU Checklist ~ 1938: Lendon 1950a, 1968, b; Storr 1953,
Committee 1926; Storr 1973; Kikkawa 1976), but 1973, 1984: Roff 1967: Kikkawa 1976: Garnett
has since been supplanted by Golegrouldered & Bred| 1985).

Parrot, which was adopted by the RAOU Checklist[s]
Committee (1913) and is thewame currently
accepted by BirdLife Australia (2022). Higgins
(1999) also listed the Chestratowned Parrot and Environment and Science 2021c), and Global
Chestnutcrowned Parrakeet, but we could only .

find these two names applied to Collett's Hooded Biodiversity Information Facility (2021; GBIF).
Parrot (Campbell 1901). [6] Private datasets: (Weaver 1971982; Storr &

Johnstone 197€R019); egg collection records
of lan Mason (personal communicatiodang

Public databases: ks of Liwig Australia
(20214 2022a,b,c; ALA), eBird (Cornell Lab of
Ornithology 2021), WildNet (Department of

Study period and area

The study period starts with Gilbert's first mention Oct 2022); and the databases associated with
of "a new parrot" in the Queensland Gulf in 1845, ANR[ATS 1 dzadNFEAFQa Gt
which may have been the first European record of (Blakers et al. 1984; Barrett et al. 2003;

GSPs (see below). It ends in 1990, because BirdLife Australia undated; BA)
intensive research on the species began in 1992[7]
(Garnett & Cowley 1993). The resultant records,
primarily nest locations, are not publicly available,

as the species is subject to trapping and egg (1897; AM), American Museum of Natural
collecting (Garnett & Crowley 2002). We limited A é’ﬁ 2 NJa 6HNHMT labl 05
the study area to the section of CYP that | AZG2NE admSdsy ownmnT

encompasses a 100 km bufferoand all verified Museun of Vertebrate Zoology (2021; MVZ):
GSP specimens (12°S to 20°S andEL#145E). ' ’

Collection records of museums that we
identified as holding GSP specimens: Museums
Victoria (2022b; NMV), Australian Museum
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and the Kolichis Oological Collection (KOS) irjust north of Rolleston in centr&ueensland (Fig.

the Western Australian Museum (WAM; 1; Appendix 2). On entering the Queensland Gulf

Anon. 2019); and associated publications O2 dzy G NB > KS | 3| ABRatydsBu® 2 NR S R

(North 1900; Warren 1966; Greenway 1978; in abundance. These birds must have been either

O'Dowd 2018; McCarthy 2019; Online Archive Paradise Parrots or GSPs (Olsen 2007). To trace the

of Califorria 2021). t20FGA2ya |G ¢RatydeikcusD Agfl &S NJi
[8] Published accounts (Turner 1923; Thomson'€corded, we crossreferenced the entries from

1934; Hindwood 1951, 1959) and ALA and Cllbert's  (Gilbert 184¢l1845) and Leichhardt's

museum reords of the Antbed Parrot Moth diaries (Leichhardt 1847) with remapping of the

whose breeding is restricted to GSP nests L€ichhardt expedition route (National Centre of

(White 1922a). Biography 2014).

[9] Anecdotal records and personal communi EIS€Y
cations from Sue an@lom Shephard (personal Joseph Ravenscroft Elsey (1§8857) was the
communications 1992022), Mark Weaver a dzNHS2y | yR yl UdzNF tAau 2y
(personal communication 1992), Irene Taylor @ b 2 NI K ldzZa UNF € ALY  9ELI 2 N
AY DIFENYySGiG FyR / NB gt Selectedutheptbreestype SpécBros BIQGSRsSan
(personal communication 1993), Eileéfassell 14 September 1856, as the expedition crossed the
(personal communication 15 31994), Sandy base of Cape York (Garn&98).
Hunt (personatommunication 21 Jari994),  \cLennan

Ann Colman (personal commun_icat_ion 1992), William Rae MclLennan (1882935 Fig. 2) was
An_ne Creekn (persongl communication 1998)’among the most prolific collectors of scientific
Keith and Lindsay Fisher (_24 _Déozl)’ lan specimens on CYP in the early"2@ntury (White
Mason (personal communications JAOCt — 1955h) Between 1898 and 1926e coliected at
2022), Lana Little (personal communication o4t > 665 specimens, 988 of them from CYRigAt!
8 Feb 2022) Ron Johnstone (personal ot jing Australia 2022c). In his initial trips to CYP
communication FelgOct 2022), and Mick (199g-1915), when he collected his first GSP
Godwin (personal communication t0 Lana ghecimen, McLennan was working for William

Little 26 Oct2022). David Kerr Macgillivray (Mathews 1917), and his
[10] Other published attempts to reconcile field notebooks for these trips are held by
unverified or spatially uncertain GSP or Queensland Museuin . NR&olFYySo al O

Paradise Parrot records (Chisholm 1918, 1919 collection, including 315 clutches collected from a
1922a,b; Julian 1989; Garnett 1998; Olsen 2007). range of bird species by McLennan, was donated to
the Australian Museum (AM) by his son lan
Macgillivray in 1937/8 (Australian Museum
Trustees 1938).

Gilbert and Leichhardt McLennan returned to CYP @@ August 1921, this

John Gilbert (181€1845) was the naturalist on G AYS O2ff SOGAYy3I F2NJ | SyNER
Ludwig Leichhardt's expedition from Moreton Bay 5 A A i NA Ol é¢ ® az2ald 2F (KS alLlsS
to Port Essington (1844845), which traversed held in NMV, and the related diaries and
inland Queensland and southwest CYP beforenotebooks are held by BA in their Melbourne
entering the NT (Leichhardt 1847). Before archive. McLennan left CYP on 23 May 1922, and
embarking on this expeditionGilbert had made had returned by September the same year to
the first scientific collection of Paradise Parrots on LINR &4 LIS O F2NJ 32t Rd | S 4

Explorers, expedition naturalists and field
biologists

~

I a
the Darling Downs. He considered these parrots toshow | &/ 2SSy ¢ FtY2ad dzydaAt
KIS | oPlagydeeus f H1IC3 & KS NI (B'Ombraiv 19861 #93) and did quite well on the

and sent them to Gould for description. Gould Batavia River goldfield (Mason & Pfitzner 2021).
(1845) initially concurred that they ave He had continued coltting specimens (16 skins
Platycercusand did not classify them &sephotus  and seven clutches of a range of bird species in the
until after Gilbert's death (Gould 1848). Gilbert H.L.White collection in NMV, and 4€pecimens in
NBEO2 NRSR @Rlatyceicus o yXyp (1 K SAM)tire theliCoen District, with the last specimen
Essington expedition as far north as Corieeek, being collected in December 1923.
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parrot on the expedition from Morton Bay to Port Essington (1844
1845).Dates and details of sightings were extracted from the expediti
journals of John Gilbert (1844845) and Ludwig Leichhardi847).
Locations of camp sites associated with each sighting were extracted
from National Centre of Biography (2014).

On his collecting trips, McLennan juggled severalappear to have been unsuccessful. At intervals,
notebooks covering his movements and obser entriesinhisfil® y2(1S06221 6S®3ad dab;
vations, the details of specimens he colletend RI 0S¢ aO[ Syyly mM@pHHOY ™M al
his financial accounts (including the cost of postinghe later wrote up his findings from his notebooks,
specimen boxes); sometimes keeping dedicatedprobably in his diary (McLennan 1922c). Seme
notebooks for each of these topics, and sometimestimes information missing from his notebooks,

mixing them up. However, the notes available in where gaps had been left, wasrmpleted in the

various collections appear to be incomplete. At one diaries. Sections of different versions of his diary
ail3Sy KS NBO2NRSR Ay Havafourditteit vity infvaridus publicationd (@i G Y
notebook today. After lunch go back most of route Macgillivray 1918; White 1922b; Turner 1923), as

0N} OSNBR SR odzi O2dzZ R y 2have Bxeefpis frdmihis letess Orjos gt yhicyi havedh H H ©
11 Apr 1922). Which of his notebooks it was that been lost. When he finally left €Y he left his

he had lost was not recorded. Some appear to remaining notebooks with Herb Thompson at Silver
havebeerf 230G Ay GKS L}2adG® Blains Nd@nesteb? Theyl were fottectédkby SaBdy
stating that the boxes of specimens had arrived but Hunt, who intended to donate them to a public

y2 REFEGF 2N ft SGGSNRERE 0 a OptibitioryTor gafekeapingi(Elaehvasseliparsorml Wi Y
1922). Efforts to track down the missing notes communication 15 Jyl1994), and are now curated

Crowley & Garnett: Golden -shouldered Parrot, 1845 61990 27



\ North Queensland Naturalist 53 (2023)

Thomson

Donald Finlay Fergusson Thomson (Xd@®¥0)
was an anthropologist and zoologist who spent
considerable time based at Port Stewart
(Yintjingga), CYP, studying the customs of the
Umpila people (Rigsby & Chak@98). In 1928, he
0N} OSNBSR amXnnn YAt Sae
zoological collections in order to understand the
relationship between Aboriginal people and their
environment (Thomson 1935: 7). He returned to
Port Stewart in 1929, from where he visited Mio
Vale specifically to look for GSPs. We were given
copies of his field notes from this trip (Thomson
1929) by his wife, Dorita Thomson, in 1993. He also
summarised his findings from both expeditions in
Thomson (1934, 1935).

Databases

Several database®f biological specimens and
observations contain GSP records. Many of these
records are held in more than one database, and
periods of record collections overlap imprecisely.
We found that no single database included a
comprehensive collection. Wherever ggible, we
used these databases to locate original records in
order to obtain further details and verify

: ~ - identification. Except for firshand records that
Figure 2. William McLennan (left) feeding Golden  \yere specifically colected for inclusion _in_the,

dK2dAf RSNBR t I NNBda Fd . (?‘a{aﬁage!\lﬁé facofdd dbiVed iSh Hheckibid il SQa

nephew, Henry Hordern (right) in 1922.

Photo: White (1922a). birdwatching newsletters that we could not access

directly, we matched all database records to the

in the Queensland Museum. We used all availableCriginal records in our definitive dataset (rather
entries from McBy yl yQa vy 2 $o 2thap fpdudingthem ggjingiydsial records).

papers and correspondence relating to GSPsBirdLife Australia

(Appendix 3), along with museum SPeCIMen rnq Eirst Atlas of Australian Birds (Blaketsal.
details, to plot the location of his GSP collections 1984) was aRoyal Australasian Ornithologists
and observations. Union (RAOUY now BA) project that ran between
Anderson 1977 and 1981, recording bird observations from

James Donald (Don) Young Anderson (£8957) five-minute or onedegree grids (resulting in
was the schoeteacher at Coen between 1917 and uncertainties of 1&m and 70 km, respectively).
1929 (Mason & Pfitzner 2021). He sometimes Records werevetted by an expert panel before
helped McLennan find nests. He first went out with inclusion, and included seven GSP records. These
McLennan on Dctober 1921 and later lent him his Were subsequently transferred to Atlas of Living
3A autographic camera for photographing the birds Australia (202&, 202zb). The Second Atlas of
(McLennan 1922c). Anderson calied his first Australian Birds (Barrett al. 2003) contained no
clutch for Macgillivray on 17 Newnber 1921. He ~ GSP records within ouriaty period.

collectedabout 200 clutches of eggs from around As an adjunct to the First Atlas of Australian Birds,
Coen between 1922 and 1925 (Mason & Pfitznerthe Historical Bird Atlas (BirdLife Australia undated)
2021), including one or two GSP clutches od@9  covered the period 1629 to 1976, and also listed
1923, now held in a private collection (lan Mas  bird species from teminute or onedegree grids
personal communication 17 Ja2022). based on museum collections, personatebooks,
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and published and unpublished literature. This list attributedtod DI N}y SG G | yR / NR gt Se@
included 37 GSP records, including nine fromhave no record of this publication. The dataset also
outside our study area. It also included one contained multiple GSP records attributed to
purported Hooded Parrot record and three pur G2 SI @GSNJ OMPT P MPpYyHUOEZ HKA
ported Paradise Parrot records in the BA dataset,sketch maps in each of his publications. The
included here on the assumption that they were coordinates of these WildNetecords correspond
GSPs based on their distribution. poorly to those in Weaver's actual dataset. The
eBird only records that we sourced from WildNet alone

Al ¢ Living Australia (2 tained th were therefore those derived from checklists in
as of Living Australia (2081 containe ree birdwatching newsletters that we could not access

GSP records from eBird for our study period. As Ofdirectly (.e. Queensland Ornithological cy

26 Sepember 2022, only one of these records was 1988. 1991 Redhead 1988: Britton 1990. 1991:
still listed on Atlas ofiving Australia (2022b), but Ross1 1990)’ ’ ’ ’

another had been added. Two of the four were o .
listed as being collected from dfinute cells, and Atlas of Living Australia

two had no positional uncertainty details, but ALA records for our period of interest were derived
could be located to within 8m based on our from several other sources, including museum
knowledge of Artemis station. Threeaords were  collections, the first and historical Australian bird
within the accepted breeding range at the time of atlases, eBird and WildNet. We used two

their collection. However, one record was [ to downloads. The first (Atlas of Living Australia

the north. We contacted the original observers, 2021a; extracted 19 Nov2021) contained all

and their memory was of seeing the birds, not at dPsephotus (Psephotellus  chrysopterygius

the listed location, but 10@m further south(Keith records. It included 904 records, of which 86 were

& Lindsay Fishepersonal communication 24 Dec dated within our period of interest. In late

2021). We therefore excluded this record as havingdownloads of this dataset from the same URL,

a likely transcription error. some records or their dates had been removed,
WildNet and the Record ID of others particularly those

| Regvial R TNPY 428 & spstflr _ed from WildNet had changed. To_find any

- 24 v dz yé P tKa'?migH? ﬁa eso Pﬁi§i thiﬁ‘)ea, we later
WildNet database on 19 Nember2021 contained R26yf 21 RBpRots f NEO2 NRa FNRY
58 GSP records that wedated between 1856 and 5505 a4nq east of 138° E (Atlas of Living Australia
1990 (Depa.rtment of Envwonment and SC|ence2022b; extracted 27 Ser2022). Our final ALA
2021c). This dataset contained secemahd dataset included 174 records, two of which were

reports bOf g;iginal qbser\é_erﬁ I(e.g. Mct)Lgnnaré not present in the second download; and a further
(1922a,b and/or c) via Chisholm (1922b)); an 30 for which the unique rexds number had

compilations of checklists (e.g. Kikkawa 1976), bUtchanged between extraction dates, and so were

no flrst-hgnd observations. In some cases, as_"nglesimply duplicates. Hence, the dataset had 144
observation had been extracted from multiple

d h with diff di unique records. In both downloads, we requested
secondary sources, each with different coerdl o 5y 4ijaple records, including those tagged as

nates, thus appearing to be multiple distinct GALL GAJ € 8. A dza LBSIALY 528 O3LL
][\I‘B 0z N‘.R? q)l C 2 Né SEI 1;9Léjf Sz goF L?\/l‘ﬁgeﬂ@tralig id%l%?\AYfﬁrié’} do@,ﬁoiof o% Oou's
rom a single locéon ( arngtt ) were GSP records was undertaken on 9 November 2022

reported at three separate locations, up to 59 km (2 ARSYGATE (K2aS5 NEGANTE
apart, as derived from Cayley (1938), Macdonald(AtI(,:),S of Livi

PYR /[ 2ta G2y omdpccod FyRo g0 Ig\ﬂ{&ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ! 'ti2 g?Si}%&%ﬁlﬁ\Z@%A
oMqaobH Us_CD A0t AZ23ANT I__JK)\ O tgg%eydlé 6% LJQT-{'])\LI'-% a LJgzo )x@e-équzy
which many WildNet records were & include

only the author and date (Dot Limpersonal Global Biodiversity Information Facility

communication 29 Nav2021). Hence, some were A download from GBIF (Global Biodiversity

' YOATdz2dzar &dzOK | & &2 KAlifdmatom §acility)2021) off R7 DEhbrR@K 2 f Y
OMPHHUES SIFOK 2F gKAOK lihdl dZ1R nokchpiy€ GBB SogllecioN® Yromi ¢ 2
different publications. Several records were Queensland that are held in Australian Museums;
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18 in NMV and three in AM. These records are allRecord management and verification
duplicates of records in ALA, so we have not re |, order to produce a definitive Goldeshouldered

added them to our dataset. GBIF also listed parot dataset for the period 18481990 (Table S1
15 specimen collections held in museums outside;, Appendix 5), we examined all records labelled as

Australia and curated as GSPs that were possiblyp chrysopterygidgs FNBY (GKS | 620$

collected in Queesland up until 1990. Again, we he study period. We rejected records from outside
primarily used GBIF to identify overseas collectionsg, study area, assuming that these were from

that contain GSP  specimens, and obtained giher pseplotellus species or captive birds. We
specimen details directly from these institutions. 5o examined all other records labelled as

Storr-Johnstone Bird Data Bank oPsephotus 2Addphatellus FTNBY GAGKAY

The StorrJohnstone Bird Data Bank was compiled study area. We established objective criteria for

by Glenn Milton Storr and Ron Eric JohnstoneNd Ay 3  O2yFTARSYOS Ay GKS

between 1970 and 2019, and includes information (Table 1).The highest level & confidence was

{G2NNJ 02t t SOGSR Ay LINBG LiMiigy 1 reoorgs syppogigd Rysverified skigsyiog

] 221026y FyYR [ dNI RAa FNRIENGEES restiqied |0 regogds Bapnpeopler k ¢

(Storr 1953) and two checklists of QueenslandWith @ proven track record in researching or
birds (Storr 193, 1984). This collection provided Surveying GSPs. A medium rating was allocated to

information from personal manuscripts unavailable récords made by other experienced birdwateh
from other sources. within the species' known breeding range, and to

explicit records of experienced Paradise Parrot
Weaver dataset observers. All other accepted records, including
Mark Weaver worked on CYP in the Queenslandunverified GSP clutches with poor provenance
National Parks and Wildlife Service (QNPWS) in therails, were allocated a low level of confidence.
1970s and 1980s, and developed a keeenest in  Such clutcks could be from aviaries (lan Mason
GSPs. He surveyed suitable GSP habitat aroungersonal communication 28 No2022) or could be
Musgrave between May 1975 and 1982, and from a different species altogether (see Mistaken
compiled a list of parrot and nest sightings from identities). There is also reason to believe that
local residents and visiting birdwatchers (Weaver some of these clutches were collected at different
1979, 1982). When we commenced working on the times and placeshian is indicated on their labels,
GSPs in 1992¢ehgave us a copy of this list (Weaver as detailed below.
19701982). We included all records from this list

. I For each record, we attempted to find a fitsand
in our definitive dataset.

account, from which we extracted all collection
Museum and private collections details. Unless it was clear that the record collector

Most Australian Museum collections can be accessed'@d Provided accurate coordinates, we assumed
through the Online Zoological Collections of AustraliantNat positional information was of a general nature
Museums (OZCAM: https://ozcam.ala.org.alL only. For example, most of McLennan's specimens
OZCAM is an offshoot of ALA. so the sameWvere labelled as coming from Coen or Port
specimen details are available through both portals. Stewart, whereas his detailed field note_s |.nd|cate
We accessed the further details of specimensthey .were collected up t®80km from their listed
identified through ALA/OZCAM either from the locations. For ach rgcord that we accepted, we
soure mdza SdzyQa 2yt Ay S O ('Passessepdhe pioyiged £qorgipaips, hased on the
correspondence with museum staff, as listed in the 0Cality description, the scale of mapping used, and
acknowledgements. KOS, which was acquired byoPographic —andfor habitat ~constraints (e.g.
WAM in 20182019 (Anon. 2019) is not accessible distance along a road or extent of habitat type),
through OZCAM/ALA. It contains six GSP clutched corrected them wherevemecessary. We
each of four eggs, theetails of which were pro allocated a positional uncertainty to indicate our
vided by Ron Johnstone (personal communicationsconfidence in these coordinates. We retained the
9 Feb 2022, 25 Oct2022). We similarly identified ©riginal positional uncertainty only where this
the presence of GSPs in international collections@PPeared to have a rational basis (e.g. when based

through GBIF, and then through online catalogues©’ the records being made within either tan-
and direct communication with staff. minute or halfdegree grid). For a record of one or

Crowley & Garnett: Golden -shouldered Parrot, 1845 61990 30


about:blank

 North Queensland Naturalist 53 (2023)

Table 1. Confidence ratings for GoldénK 2 dzf RSNBR t I NNRG &aLISOASaQ A
SeeAppendix 5, Table S2 for further details.

Verified 1 Records supported by verified Goldshouldered Parrot (GSB)ecimen with a
verified provenance tralil

High confidence 91 GSP records by experienced antbed parrot observers (John Gilbert, Ludwir
Leichhardt, Willie Massey, William McLennan, Tommy Tucker, Don Anders
Gostelow family, Mark Weaver, Sandy Hunt, Tom @uad Shephard, Len
Robinson, Hans and Judy Beste, Stephen Garnett, Lana Little, and Danny
1 regardless of location (see Table S3 in Appendix 5 for periods of expert
classification) GSP record confirmed by experienced antbed parrot observe
above

Medium confidence 1 GSP observations by other experienced birdwatchers or unverified GSP clt
within known GSP breeding range
fhoaSNIBI GA2¥EIG R BSthgBaidekin River by experienced
antbed observers
Low confidence 9 GSP observations lmgher experienced birdwatchers or unverified GSP clutc
from outside known GSP breeding range
9 Uncertain GSP records from experienced antbed parrot observers

Rejected 1 Positional uncertainty too large (>15 km positional uncertainty)
1 Outside Cape York Pesula study area (125 to 20 and 140 E to 145E)
1 Derived records that cannot be reconciled with an original collection event

Gg2 Of dziOKSa O2ff SO&B R speadmenstype/ (i.e! whidthBrNtcdlgttiomwasiof an
FNRY /2Syé€3s ¢S SaldAYl (2@ duch of Birdl dnd zhy bid'bs & Rand2 y
his association with WilliamMcLennan. As GPS maturity), and general locational information,
units were rarely used before 1991 (Tomkiewatz regardless of inaccuracies in that information. For
al. 2010), we assuntethat positional uncertainty example, we accepted all records purporting to be
was at least 10@n in all cases, and therefore of 9f aSeQa GeL)sS t20FftAdlex !
restricted the coordinate values of all records to as being up t@&3km from our accepted collection
three decimal places. We rejected any oet for location. We rejected derived records with
which we could not pinpoint the collection location collection details that could not be reconciled with
with a positional uncertainty of 15 km or less, as an original collection event. For example, we could
having too poor a resolution for useful mapping or not reconcile WildNet records derived from lew
modelling. resolution maps in Weaver (1979, 1982) with the
For each record in our definitive dataset, we original collection records provided to us by Weaver
allocated a Record ID number thegflected the  (19701982). In Appendix 5, we also tabulated GSP
chronological order of collection. We also allocated '€¢0rds from BA (Table S4), WildNet (Table S5) and
a unique site code based on chronological order of ALA (Table &, matching their records to one or
the first record made at each location (e.g. GSp More of the records in our dataset, wherever
012). We then allocated a record code that possible, otherwise providing reasons the records
included the appropriate site code, followey la ~ Were rejeqed. In each of thesg spreadsheets, we
sequential letter indicating the collection order at @ISO identified where BA and WildNet records were
that site, and a code that indicated the type of the source of ALA records
record (observation, eggs, skin or live capture; e.g.We compiled statistics on the relationship between
GSF012¢skin). our records from our definitive dataset and those
We attempted to match all accepted records to from the BA, WildNet and ALA databases. For the
those derived from them, by compag date, latter databqsg, we njade separate assessments for,
Fftf NBO2NRAZXZ YR 0K2asS U0KI

Crowley & Garnett: Golden -shouldered Parrot, 1845 61990 31



' North Queensland Naturalist 53 (2023)

gLt ARED 2SS faz O2YLI NE ‘dzNJ- oeg
2 ¥ 0dKS F2d2NJ RAFFSNBy FOGA2Y
confidence ratings using a Kruskahllis rank test.

Antbed preference and nest outcome

Where possible, we extracted antbed type and
nest outcome for all nestsimkctly observed by
McLennan, Massey and/or Tucker in 1922, and
compared them with nest data from the Morehead
catchment between 1992 and 1997 (STG and GMC
unpublished data) using ceguared tests.

Pastoralism

We searched the literature for mentions of gh
establishment of cattle stations on CYP and in the
Queensland Gulf, and compared the advance of
LI aG2NrfAayYy 6AGK GKS O
distribution.

{(t Q&

Results

First records

The first GSP specimens collected for scientific
purposes, and illustratedybGould(Fig.3) were an
adult male [Record 7 in Appendix 5, Table S1],
adult female [8] and immature male [9] shot
between Normanton and Croydon by Joseph ‘ v
Ravenscroft Elsey on 14 September 1856 on .
Gregory's expedition across northerm Australia giqre3. John Gould's illustration of Golden
(Garnett 1998). Elsey dedcb SR U KS  LJ @&@dg@daza@tg dolRded by Elsey.
Fa dGagA¥Td YR RSOARSRT doyds: GbukiR869) KI 4 KS Yy S@OSNI al «
it on the ground, although the contents of its crop

62df R AYRAOMGS G(KEG Alse@Rudly hepG® nivll 2prodice Riiffelfy S N5 €
(Gould 1857: 221). All three specimens collected byjqcations. Uncritial transcription of these reports

Elsey are considered type spmens of equal value a5 resulted in separate records at three different
(syntypes; Warren 1966), and are held in BMNH|,caii0ns in BA and at three different locations in
(Natural History Museum 2014), although GBIF\jigNet. In addition to the 15 tissue samples, this

only lists this museum as holding a still image, ha5 resulted in 21 separate ALA records at eight

which it describes as an Elseyntype. Fifteen |ocations referening a single collection location (as

tissues samples from these birds are held M\N 0| a5 an additional location listed in BMNH). The

five from the female and, presumablyg five from Mp G(GA&aadsS al YLES SyGinNxsSa |
each of the males. All fifteen specimens are listeds & ¢ gzNNB y O § 218°S 142 GBE @wBidR is |

in ALA/OZCAM as associated records, but onlgg km from the actual collection site. The other
elevenof the associated Record IDs are provided. records, includig the location listed on the skins

Ly 2dz2NJ RSTAYAGAGS RI G ansidia BMNE, vdryAbatweendth and @d@aronO2 £ S«
as three separate records at one location. Althoughour accepted collection site, with an average
6D2dzZ R MyptTY mMpmMO NB L2 Ns@dpanay Kft 38m. dlze Nalisitidhdl anSedtaingy G I G S
that they were procured on the 14th of Sept., attached to most records poorly reflected the
Mypc Ay flFdd wmyc { @ laofuBl efrat yThe recorisv furtise frdin tBed ¢ = 6
retracing the Gregory Expedition, Cayley (1938),collection location, either provided no positional

Storr (1984 and Garnett (1998) placed the uncertainty (15 tissue samples), or had values that
collection location on Clarin@reek Fig.4). Other  were too low to encompass the collection location.
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: Birdlife Australia - Historical Bird Atlas
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. Museums Victoria

.\N\IdNet - Queensland Wildlife Data
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Figured. Locations reported for Goldeshouldered Parrot type locality.
Absence opositional uncertainty ring indicates that no value was provided.

LY LINBLI NI GA2Y F2NJ KA A& Wefork &y deparied thedeitahelIRiivek, el hea I § K
(1916;1917) asked Robert (Robin) Kemp to searchg NB (i S & ¢ RI&ycerguS ksaw in great
for GSPs in the area where Elsey had found themy dzY 6 SNR ¢ @c 8 @

Despite collecting extensively in thigea over s 5 matter of contention whether birds seen by
1912 to 1914 (Natural History Museum 2019), Gjlhert and Leichhardt were GSPs orrdelise

Kemp reported to Mathews that the birds had pgrrots (Olsen 2007): Gilbert's reference to the

disappeared (Mathews 1986917). Downs and his lack of mention of a yellow wing has
Before Elsey collected his specimens, the parrotsbeen used to support the birds being Paradise
appear to have been seen by Gilbert and Parrots; subsequent failure to confirm the
Leichhardt on the expedition from Meton Bay to  presence of a reavinged Psephotuson CYP

Port Essington. On 1June 1845, while camped to supports them beig GSPs. The Historical Bird Atlas
the west of the junction between the Lynd and A y i S NLINE S BuneDrdcorad £ N&InQ af am y
aAlOKST ¢ NAPSNESZ DAf 0 ShaiadisegPaRoti @rY identifications that hasNdeénK S NJ
surprised to day, to meet with my neRiatycercus transferred to ALA; https://biocache.ala.org.au/

of the Downs, a species which has not beenoccurrences/9f814a4bff1-450c8ccOeeb3649e0adyl
observedwith us since leaving the Deception Camp but was silent on his other records. The three
2y GKS [/ 2YSG [/ NIB4&]246) [@]D Adbser8aidns Nrgnm ralong the Mitchell River

He recorded them again from this camp the between 17 and 24 June (Fig. 1) were within the
following day [3]. On 20 June, when the expedition known historical range of the GSP, between where
was travelling down the Mitchell River, Gilbert Elsey collected the type specimen in 1856 and the
(18441845: 217) saw thelLJr NNRB (i & A ¥xtanf Bridé8lingl ppulation on Staaten River
YydzYo SNEREé wn8X FyR [ SAOK&KoOnNIRErk (NP wWe tharefore cagcépt themRS] S
G a N DRdtyceBNIITU 85 NI A y I 5 B8R/ récords withSaNd&dium confidence based on
very numerous, and it is probable that the plains i KS f 20F A2y 2F GKS &A3IKi.
round the gulf are their principal home, whence with related parrots; and the difficulty of
GKS@ YAINI GS G2 (k@844 2 dsepfaratingN BIPs thqmeRaradisé PairStseny in

1845: 221) last saw the birds on 24 June 1845, jusflight (as later discussed).
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Less conclusive is the earlier record that Gilbert17 and 18une were allocated a positional
made while camped on the Lynd River, kb4  uncertainty of 500m to allowfor short forays from
south of its junction with the Mitchell River, on the camp.

MM WdzyS mynpY &b YSé tdng B ¥ thés¥ Reorbis is Yurréntly heldNNE A!

have been observed, but astyeone of us have  \yhere it is sourced from BA, and listed as being an
0SSy FotsS 02 aKz2uic#hi Kidkaio® Wia PaRdide Pafdlin Mude 1845.

212). Gilbert usually reported his observations in Although the record is positioned 70 km to the

the first person, so his turn of phrase suggests thatg, inwest of our designat site, the 13 other

he himself might not have seen either species, bUtspecies listed as being observed on the same

had been provided with credibleeports by his o 33| 34 2 y O2NNB&LRYR (2 DAfO
companions. This location is k& from the

nearest known GSP nest on Bulimba. Of the otherMistaken identities

parrots that might be expected in the area, Rale When John Gould first described the GSP, which he
headed Rosella (which he calleBlatycercus called the Golde#backed Parrakeet, he referred to
palliceps = Padscitus (Latham, 1790)), Rainbow a painting byFerdinand Bauer that he considered

Lorikeet (Trichoglossus swainsomiT.moluccanus to be of the same species:

(Gmelin, 1788)), Little LorikeetT.( pusillus=
Glossopsitta pusilla(Shaw, 1790)), Redinged
Parrot @Aprosmictus erythropterugGmelin, 1788))

and Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatugShaw, as to its having been made from an example of

1805)) had previoug been identified by Gilbert this speies (Gould 1869: text accompanying
along the route, so he was unlikely to consider any  p|5te 64).

of them a new species. This leaves the Varied _
Lorikeet Psitteuteles versicolofLear, 1831)) and Bauér had been the illustrator on Matthew

GSP as the most likely contendeGilbert was Flinders' circumnavigation of Australia in 1802
probably familiar with Variedorikeets, which had 1803. The expedition made landfall on CYP at the

been collected at Port Essington while he wasPennefather River (McAllan 1992, which they

there on a collecting trip for John Gould (Museum okt ts R_ K S rawh & Bayier MM@ BE >
of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University Was @ potential location for GSPs at that time, as

Specimen 88783, collected 8 S@840), although they Were_later recorded behind the mangroves at
it is unclear whether he was the collector.sHi Watson River and near Pormpuraaw, 120 km and

companions were unlikely to have been familiar 300 km further lsouth, respectively (see below).

with this species. Despite the scant details of this HOWever, Bauer's painting=ig. § was clearly of

record, it appears to have been accepted by Storrth€ Hooded Parrot, and was probably painted from

(1984: 76). Because of its proximity to current Pirds seen at Melville Bay on 16 February 1803 )
nesting areas, we also accept it as a GSP record® & O tthy mappHuox GKSNB . NE g
but with a low level of confidence. We presume SPECIES Of paroquet not known at Port Jackson was

this record is the source of Sibley and Monroe WINE OdZNBERe oal UKSga osdeooY
OMphnd NBLRNIAY3 GKS W0 Redirst gogumenighpnofieCsy: |+ 4
extending to Bulimba, as we can find no other On 3 September 1861, when the Gregory brothers
records mentioning this location. were travelling along the Oakover River, and

The locations of the camps at which Gitband Skifti[]g_,_ tpe Hamersle}/ /_Range in the , Pilbar'a, P
Leichhardt made their notes have been accurately2 SausNy ! dzadN» Al ozl b2z 0O

mapped (National Centre of Biography 2014). I:Oryielding litie else but triodia, with occasional
the records made on 11. 20 and 24 June. when thePatches of stunted gum forest, in which was found

party had been travelling between camps during a little good grass, on which were feeding flights of

the day, we have located the record halfway along PI9€0NS and a variety of parrot new to us, but
the route between the morning and evening which | believe to be the goldemacked parakeet

camps, and allocated a positional uncertainty that (PSephotus chrysoptygiusy 2 ¥ D2 dzt Re 0 D1

includes both camps. As the party was based at the®r€90ry 1884: 408). They had presumably been

same camp from 1619 June, the records made on a F_<2 gy 9taseQa aLlSOAYsSya 2y
This was not the only GSP record from WA. The

On comparing the bird with the drawing made
at least forty years before, they proved to be so
much alike that no doubt remained on my mind
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Figure5. Ferdinand Bauer's painting of Hooded Parrots observed during Flinder
circumnavigational survey of Australia (18§1803), believed by John Gould to
have been of Gaen-shouldered Parrots.

Source: Library and Archives, Natural History Museum, London.

Historical Bird Atlas contains one from Carnarvon(Higgins 1999), a nest in a tree hollow is highly
in 1900 (BirdLife Australia undafedThe only unlikely to be that of either species. Of the hollow
related specieknown from either location is the nesting parrots found in the Top End of the NT, the
Mulga Parrot. Varied Lorikeet has aest and eggs that most

In 1902, WH.Dudley Le Souéf described the nest CloSely maich Le Souéfs description. Varied

and eggs of what he thought were GSPs that hadl 2 NA 1SSt S33a 02t SOUSR 0
5SSy 02ttt S80GSR TNRY (K& 8B) wa@i2l-&1.0Npmby 186 0% R O ¢ @
G¢KS S$33a ¢SNB fFAR I ad (v of{hese gops have iihe¢ exagtgsanges | R
branch of a eucalyptus tree on the earthy dimensions as those of Le Souéf's egg (Saunders
4dzo a il y OS£902094)SThd shglesefg was 2009) We therefore conclude this nest and egg
GLIAZNB 6KAGSE 3Jt2aaes | ywes NGslghyely JRBavesbpes thatofA Yarigd gon 1 )
dpnod ad[ Syylry RSaEONAR oS RLomkeet, angngtpieithpPgephotehysilE s kA (S =
Ffy2zad NBdzyRZ FyR 6AUK Fhhdidlifedirasdt 2a8¢ 02 KAUS mMdHH]
99). Le Souéf's egg measured 24u@ by 18.3nm,
within the range of both &% and Hooded Parrot
eggs collected from the wild (Saunders 2009),
although slightly larger than the 88SP eggs we
measured from nests south of Musgrave between
1993 and 1995 (20.6 0.8 mm by 17.8 0.5mm).

Le Souéf's egg collection was sold ta_MVhite,
who bequeathed his collection to NMV on his . -
death in May 1927 (Museums Victoria 2022a). (1898). CT.Maxwell obtained two and exhibited

A footnote to White (1922a: 98) dismissed this eggthem d?teths ﬁg:taéizl:\;e”as a p)alr oifhlrrarpa:ture
F2dyR g5at 2% UKS Doz ¥ ale‘'was 3A‘I’?lieélk&'y r L. 5. Hawkins in the

As GSPs and Hooded Rds in the wild have only  following two years (Phillips 1900; Se¥mith 1901).
been recorded as nesting in antbeds (&ig. 6A)

In 1897, a small number of GSPs arrived on the
market. Six were sent to England as immature
Paradise Parrots in the spring of 1897 (March to
May; Phillips 1898). Of these, the London
Zoological Gardens purchased a pair onMEdch
1897 (North 1898). The meaining birds were
females. Two were purchased by Reginald Phillips
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I =%, P B Ll “\._/ ln
Figure6. Nests of A. Goldeshouldered Parrotand B. Varied Lorikeet, cut open to expose eggs.
Photos: W.R. McLennan: A. White (1922adl B. White (1922b)

Phillips (1898) commissioned Pierre Jacques SmiOf the bird trappers who were known to be active
(illustrator at BMNH) to paint a portrait of the pair in the 180s, Albert Meek can be ruled out as the
held at the London Zoo. The painting is clearly ofcollector of these birds because he was in New
GSPsHig. 7. It does not appear that the pair at Guinea from late 1896 to early 1897 (Australian
London Zoo produced pgeny, but¢ by 1901¢ the Joint Copying Project 1864931) and he did not
zoo had produced hybrids from GSPs and Mulgaarrive on CYP until June 1898 (Hartert 1899), after
Parrots (SettEmith 1901). The female died on the birds had arrivéd in London. Nor were the

1 October 1904 suffering from cystic ovaries, and parrots collected by Henry Greensill Barnard, as he
the male died on 19 September 1909 sufferingg NB i S A . chwsopterygiusvas obtained
from haemorrhagic enteritis (Zoological Sxgiof  somewhere in the Normanton district, and does
London Library personal communication 7 Feb not appear to have been found since it was
HAHHO® . 20K 6SNB fAA0SRSBEONKIARE §8 4 DT dzaAR wevai]. [ANT/ |

w

likely their skins were preserved. 08 My®prI Yzad 2F GKS LI NI

Although Phillips (1898) claimed another two GSp<XPened up for either gold mining or cattle grazing,

arrived in London in June 1897 or 1898, Sethith and the track servicing the telegraph line running

(1910) believed his not to be the case; and through the centre of the peninsula had long been

Mathews (1916M M T Y nH o &4 I  SoRPleipk(l-agk 1963), sq much g3 habitat would
later consignments [to the U.K.] were from Pine h@ve been accessible to bird trappers; and the

Creek or thereabouts, and these have been just agP@rots might easily have been collected by an

certainly dissimilis ® ¢ KA a Ay Of dzk SEhusiasticynaiu@isty s wgrg gormgany of the

obtained by Mrs. Johnstone, &ury St. Edmunds, €arly pastoralists.

in 1902 (Lendon 1950a), which turned out to be On 14 December 1897, Alfred J. North, Curator at
Hooded Parrots (SetBmith 1910). AM, enthusiastically purchased a live male G8P

One of the captive female GSPs ended up inth® museum from Emma Young (O.9754;

al iKS6aQ 02ttt 8OGA2y @ L GAUSHRIRN Myseyn s1R97; Nprthy1898) k}‘ahadr NE Y
North Queensland, and had lived in captivity from "€Portedly been caught in a net by a bird trapper

5 April B97 to 4 January 1898, but had no other N€ar Port Darwin NT, but this appears unlikely, as
details of its origin. The skin of this bird is held in INSPection of photographs of this specimen

AMNH (SKH823439). Its details fit with those of ndicates it is definitely aSP. Although North

2yS 2F tKAffALAQ oA NRaXONgRed B thig hirggwag § @SR, hg goteq thagy 3 ¢
the winter of 1897/98 and was skinned to make a ItS_Pplumage differed somewhat from that in
specimen (Phillips 1898). Mathews must have D2 dz RQa RSAaONA LA ZY ®
NEOSAGSR GKS &1AYy FFGESNI MgpmTiK Sg KISYVOK ST 6 BEG & LI S yWG
9f aSeqQa GAYS y2 aLISOAYSynarrow fne Gf kuBquoisk blile As€pdraités NBe F 2 NIy
LIN2 OdzZNBER o6& KAY KI @S 0 S Spaleyelns @athdid& Bé foréhadfronkiBes a
1916¢1917: 427). crown of the head, and the black feathers of the
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THE GOLDEN-SHOULDERED PARRAKEET.

(Psephotus chrysopterygius). L nat. size,
12

From Living Specimens in the London Zoological Gardens.

Figure7® t A SNNX WI Olj dzSa {shoudéredPartaz N.
held in the London Zoological Gardens, painted in 18%urce:
Phillips (1898).

latter extend in a central stripe on to the nape as its origins remain a mystery, we unfortunately
(North 1898: 89). cannot include it in our dataset.

North kept his GSP alive for nearly two years, after\watson River
which he transferred it to the reference collection
of AM (North 1900). It was the first GSP specimen
to be retained in an Australian museum. At the
time of writing, the bird @ not appear in ALA; and

McLennan first recorded seeing a pair of GSPs [10],
and collecting a male [11] on 14 April 1915, at
Watson River on the west coast©¥P.
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