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.LIDIJ.ORIAI. ~= Tith %hc ,..dvent of th\.. new year, tha
v;ork of th¢ NWorth Queensland Naturalists Club is
11ke1y‘to ILCCJ.\TC an mpetus t!mt will r"sult in : -f
the. rcglstcrlng of. grn.a.tcr knowledgc of’ th.e natural . P

ph.cnomcna of i:he Far’ morth.a Even thongh many J -"'f‘, i

) sclentific expediticns and isolated individual : fi

- L

stndies have .been harried out since Horth. Queenaland

was settlcd, much of that work has remgiqed with:tn

- meas

.the obscutify of scientiﬂe :Iournala ,"read and

knovm cnly by the very eager. Witb. tb.e ac.tive,

e -

well-directed inte;:est of‘ a- Cil.u'b‘ yield’ing con"inuoua
resulﬁs;. tha.t 'infoma’l:ion amd new Pacta "ill 'be~
more generally difzusc.d and intorpretated. Tlie pasf.

months have seen fthe Ciub emsrging from its in:f'a.ncy
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Rain forcat 13 A tern desoriptive of the = :
doninent floral association in tropical countxies . | :
where the rainfall is- L 2nd more’ or less ‘evenly [
distributed thfough the” several months of the-year., "
In Australia it is limited to ‘the ‘eastern seaboard,

reashing its elimax in North Queensland, but pér< - °7
sisting in an-atitemuated form as” south as Tasmaniaz.’ o

Given sufficient rain and-&déquate -temperatures, .-
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ba dominant in the real sense of the wordg; while




Pazs: 4, . ' .

Tianas stretch down in profusion Tiam: iEhecorowts .-

of the tres to the ground. Rpiphytes are sommom, . 7. !
and thess three essentia) constituents to the rain:' . -

highly favorable to a rich faunal deyvelopment
%o;:cen:hmm for the mogt part in th
@3

most of the jnsdeiivorons birds. Those vhite aunts -
. types for the mound-forming hobit has been lost if

gpccics ITive almost cntircly on the trces within
tha s@g)._tnr’of their turrow systcom. ‘

pain forest florn which distinguish it fram other ;
botanical modaﬁo‘ns. -

morphological

3
.-

iess of the shiubby type. - Perheps this wiIl -
#ill be eliminated as the systematics of rain’
forest speoies are more thoroughly worked outi.

ach crown of the . :
Sueh & fauns subeists malnly on the frulis

which occur ower a considerable period of the year,
and the white nois, ‘2 neccasary source of food for

Thexe are"sem:‘al,pgml:laritieé of the ;.

.....

)

s
: e

differ in thoir hobits frem the more familiar ferest

ever it wns develeped, and the: extant rain forcst -

e

Ceo
. o

mical associaticns. Battyeas roots are a case din:
point, togetuer with such subsidiary chnricteristien;y

as flanged stams.: The funciional value of those oo
os cam only be- conjectured fox: thiie

01d view that they mechanically assist in the sapporl;
of the bole is nowadays discarded by most botanists: 51
conf¥ersant with the smbject.Others include the T sl
genexal absence of these gepexa wWhich domtribute iz
go Isxgely to the savannahk flora, though one or twolsl
Koacias have ‘been racorded from rain forests, and a

single Baoalypt, Btozelliang, way ke found in cerdaimi
areas of rain forest in N.dueensland. These aveg .

o

f
BEN
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howdvar, the exceriiou. D@ @on pHingat crdera I ThoT oy
It is curious that the -Flindersias should belomg ta: s
the Rutaceae, most species In whick are more or .- 53 .

u-'i.

;‘ Wltimately prove to be & botanical misfit, which - :ilinf

v

~ The rain isrest of ¥orblr Juccnslond is
o sroeizi fior '
e gtudy which 1ts importance Warrsntss Consag~—~ -~
nently @ ecnsidcrshlc nuaber of specics are almwst
ankxudwr, and syatematists ceanot £ind a betier
playground while those whose minds-are cagt in
a diffcront monld cennot tut find meterial to.
intorest thom lo any hiolggical ficld.
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As the life history and food planta. of a number of
spacics axe obagure, gseience onn be aided by the
Yoen obserwer-and with this objeat in view I relote
wy experience of onc -spocle, fCynthie Arsiade Ada®
whome.1ite history has mot yeb veen deésoribved (scs page
gi o 'Zfﬁﬂﬁa‘b-mﬁtezﬁyii&. “that®fe © Wrilst eollicebing
at Straiford on New vears Dey I noticed the femals
hﬁvering'-o*:er"‘;he»-aﬂdi passion wine (passiflora - .
¥ootida - My sudplelons peing aroused I watthed .
stq @ovements and presently it flew into ths!lantznm
which snpporied the vine and alighted on & thin 4ried
gtici of laatass and ‘duspending itself underncaih- the
+wig, deposited an.egg on.it ind then flew. to.another
1ant in-the laniand and repeated the performancis
mhig egg I obtaineds e T ,
3:tting op My back s5icps nexd morning I noticed
amoiher fomalic Cynthia depositing eges onl ths
dried tonariis of the Granndilla ‘vine (Bassiflsra
:gmd‘i'ang':ulamis}s - This performange oceurred severdl

—~—
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ot Zeveloprmon® walch has never rece iged Fmm
&

s
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ing the day ond on cxamination, I counted
ggrcgES in al{a. 10 ozgs being laid on one fronil
dry tendrils ‘
“fying e colourced piece of cotton on a teundril
to mark it, I was—surprisced to sce next after-
noon 3 eggs wexc deposited om the cotton. No
eggs wort -decpositcd on the leaf orx green
tendrils of the food plant. -

" 'Yhen first laid the oggs fre white in colour but ™

within twenty-four hours beconme somewhat darker
and arc’ thén A pearly-geey. They are ovoide
eylindrisal ia.shape,-nbout l.5m Tong by l.2ma |
in dimmotcf, nnd nre cchnttd to the substratun
by one cnd -~ i.c. the longer oxis is perpondicula

%0 the ‘gurfoec:on which the cggs ard deposited - -

As ia generally the ensc with the cggs of this
group the chorion- cxhibits shrrnecteristic

._external semlpturing. The dome is marked out in
. irrcgular polygonal depressions ~nd the sides -

" arc longitudinally striated by raisced lines
-which are joined ot rcgular intervals by loss |
pronounced transversc ridges. The transverse

ridges of ndjnceht rows are oppositc onc anothor.
.'l'hegsidcs ar¢ thus marked off into quadrangular

depreased arecas regularly arranged in 2 scrics .
of rows from shouldcr to basce the whole wy
round the elrcumfercnce of the egg.

To_be contimcd.

NOTES BY THE VAY.

- -

The Club is procceding with the sppoinmtment of -
guides on Greon, Island and the Barricr Reef. The
” ides sprang from consideration of the lack -
suffcred by visitors in the absdnce of cffcctive
guidanse. The Club proposed to appoint guides,

train them efficicnily anmd, in collaboration with.
the City Council of‘Ca.iJ:nai to imsue wickets ko

- wisitors by which they .con

4 obtaln the serviee of - .
such a guide. The maticr ig still pendingyalthough
the Club has gone so far as to eall feor .applications; o

from thosc willing to act. The TESpONsSC wWaas Very -

satisfaciory and a trial trip will be made to Green . ..
Island on Sunday Feb. 5th. A1l intending guides are ..

asked to be in aticndance so that the Pirst lessom .
may be well learned. By the commencenent .0f. the -

next ¢ ourist scason, it is hoped that 2 bo

5~ |  thorow Lrained in the marine life (especially ... .
' | - %bc eoral) and the flora of the island will ke ah oo

the disposal of the visitors.

" vn S wn £ a3 - on

A party comprising the Presidcat and Editor . of the . .

Club, thc sccrctary of the Cairng-Tatlcland Publicity. -

.. Association a2nd others accompanied the ‘Harbour Master -

¢ * (Capt.T.Brewster) to Oyster Cay and Upolu' Bink. a forte
night ago. The origin of the visit was .a:rcport that -

-y o o

maimed birds had been seen on the island and that .

wilful destruction had beocme a common practica.

b _ thig particular visit no evidence could be found

™ - 9 Justify the statements, although there is no.doubt
that such things do occur. One -of the many a

island bird life protected.

fnother. outcome of the visit was & determination, fo

. protect. the oays themsclves. . Some. time ago licenses.

;0m .-
to.

dy of men ..

v

.ok og ains of
. Haturalists Club, therefore, will . be to .have this .. - :

EIRTE N A

-

: wore issued to persons.to take coral sacd from below |
| high water mark.  The work on Oyster Cay.was never .
4

commenceTy but that oy Upoln Bagk was cerricd out.so ...

effectively above high water that a
cay and its vegetation has -gones

Ao &3 €8 3 an aman

great part of the o
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Amongst the eariy activities of the Club wWas its

, pu’olic protest ageinst xne planting out of exotic

shrubs and grees in the jungles. and on the ranges
about Cairmse The objection had parti'cular_ referene
1o the planting of bourgainvillea on the Cairuns=
Kuronda range vhen, it was argued, there gere numbers

of native trees quite as peautiful and mo re distinct~

jve. The agitation came within the scope of the .
y¥oturalists Club which nad the preservatmn and exten

~gion of patural flora of the Far North at its hearts

The protest ecited a controversy 1n which, it was
noted, horticulturalists were Very p;ommg.nt in
challenging the Club. They were ably ass:rsted vy
prcfessiona‘l plant gsellers. The Ciubts main fear how-

of the Tropical North, with 1ts already unrivalled
rofusion of glorious flora, was to te destroyed by
the introduction of alien blooxms that, peautiful in.

themselves, would nerely perpetuate the landscapes ofs;{}‘

other placess oiven that, and the now particular
appeal of the tropics would vanish a8 it has els¢—

vhere. The rucensland Fataraiists Club '(Brisbane) ex=

pressed its approval of the new club's protest and

suggested ghat nmongst the many peantifully flowering |

grees, indigenous to the Far Forih, that could be

utilised for the peautifying of the wpharce patchcs on
the enge® arc such as the Flame trec, “eel-of-fire,
Tative Cassia, whilc palms would add the neccssary ’

atmosphore of the "troplost, uhich many tourists come —

porth anmally to find. Thz coutroversy diecd dowm

. gomewhat btut has veen revived reeently by press COXT=

cgpondence, (mostly amonymous ) -Soma_of thae correspond-

ené:e,uniortunatcly gprang from members of the Club wiv -
were present at the mceting but ncitner voiced their
disapproval nor votad against the metion originally. -

garricd. The criticas wexe egffeatively answered by the
piaaident. of the Club {Dre Flecker) at @ yroeont meet-
N r BN
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